
 

Happy New Year 

 

 

 
 

  

          

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Hi all, 

 

Another year almost gone and the October Bass Catch done and dusted. 
Please send me or John Stokes the catch cards if not done already. 
I hope you all got out for a bass fish a few times this season. I've been busy with work and haven't been able to do much 
fishing myself. 
Need to get a better work-life balance, and warmer weather! 
It's also time for our yearly Christmas Dinner get together. Keep an eye out for the invite in your mailbox. Hope to catch 
up with you all there. 
We've been busy at our site in Russel Street. Planted and watered 150 new plants, brush cut the weeds (thanks Ash!). 
You won't recognise the site, changed so much the last few years. 
 
Wishing you all a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tight lines, 

~ Rico Van De Kerkhof 
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Merry Christmas & a  
 

and an upgrade of your PB! 
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BASSôN AT NORTH RICHMOND 
Milton Lazarus 

 
The second Tuesday in October looked like a reasonable day, 28 degrees and no wind so it was a good 
excuse for Brian Shanley and myself to flick a lure or two during a morning session. Brian had never 
fished from Hanna Park beside the North Richmond Bridge before and after seeing a U-tube video 
posted about a very productive session there a few days earlier just after the rain he was as keen as.  
Iôm not an early riser, but managed to tumble out of bed at 5.30am and meet Brian at his place nearby 
for a 6.30am departure, finally arriving on site and hitting the water about 7.45am. The river looked just 
beautiful with some residual fog drifting away, the sun coming up and glass - smooth water. What else 
can you ask for.  
 

We fished 
upstream to the 
blind channel on 
the righthand side 
against a run - out 
tide. Just past the 
bridge Brianôs 
sounder showed 
lots of fish action 
so we stopped for 
a bit and flicked 
here and there. 
The water was 
that lovely deep 
green, very clear 
with ribbon weeds 
wafting with the 
tide. Alas, nobody 
home. Maybe the 
sounder was 
confused by the 
weed movement - 
probably not -  just 
a theory anyway. 

We paddled up to the rock overhang on the right and cast lures under the mud swallow nests. The 
swallows were very active coming and going. Brian hooked a reasonable fish here, but lost it near the 
kayak. All I had was one hit. We fished the blind channel for zilch so moved on upstream to the rock bar 
tidal limit shown on the right hand picture below. 
 
 



 

 
By then it was time to stretch the legs, spend a penny and have morning tea on a nice sandy beach just 
below the bar. There was a big carp cavorting in a patch of floating weed nearby but sadly it wasnôt 
interested in Brianôs lure. We both cast lures in a fan pattern for a bass for no result. I found a new 
atomic deep diver snagged on a root right at my feet just before Brian stepped on it. Nice. 
 

 
We met a keen bass fisho there called Jason who lives at Emu Heights -  a local who knows the river 
well, but after he fished down from Yarramundi without so much as a touch we all thought it was going 
to be a tough morning. But, things picked up. Not long after we started to fish back Brian hooked into a 
solid fish and lo and behold it was a lovely healthy bass of 383mm, that was followed by a 303mm from 
under a log used as a pelican perch. Brianôs theory is all those droppings attract the fish, and so it did. 
 
I tried under another log perch, but to no avail, however I did manage two small fish of 202mm and 
192mm soon after. At least Iôm on the board after my fruitless effort during our Karuah trip which you all 
read about in the October Battler. 
We fished back and pulled the pin about 1pm after a very enjoyable morning. Hanna Park is a great 
spot to launch with good parking, toilets, shelters and even electric BBQs. The only minor downside is 
the steepish grassy climb up from the river. If you have wheels, too easy. 
                                                             

 

 

 
 



 

GONE FISHING DAY 
Milton Lazarus 

 
Fishing minded folk may know Gone Fishing Day (GDFs)was scheduled for Sunday October 14. As 
mentioned in the August Bronze Battler, the Department of Primary Industry (DPI) were holding their 
annual event at Dolls Point in Botany Bay right by the entrance to the Georges River. Other GFDôs were 
held at Albury, Coffs Harbour, Inverell & Lake Illawarra. We thought a fresh water event would be more 
suitable to folk living in the Western Sydney Area, but could not convince DPI to commit, so we decided 
to organise one ourselves at Penrith. We were successful in 
obtaining a DPI grant to support our efforts. 
There were lots of things planned, but unfortunately mother 
nature threw a spanner in the works and that Sunday turned 
out very wet, so we had to re-think a few activities. We planned 
to set up our gazebo at the weir. South Penrith Scouts were 
going to set up their gazebo beside us and do the BBQ. Penrith 
Council was supplying tubes for the kids to plant nearby and 
we intended to show the kids how to cast their new rod and 
reel combos they received, and so on. 
In the end we set up in the permanent park gazebo above the 
weir, the planting and casting was cancelled and all we could 
do was hand out the rod and reels, a lure plus literature from 
DPI & Ozfish. South Penrith Scouts set up their BBQ etc. 
beside us and we waited for the visitors. 
The rain did ease towards lunchtime, but it really did spoil the 
morning part of the event and that was very disappointing 
considering the amount of time and effort that went into making 
it happen. We were there at 8.30am to set up in the pouring 
rain, with the visitors expected from between ten and three, but 
we packed up and left just after 1pm. 
A big thanks to Alan Izzard for all the work he put into this as 
the event was his idea, to Mark Schmidt the Secretary of 
Ozfish Hawkesbury Nepean Chapter who made a lot of things 
happen, to the South Penrith Scouts who arrived with their BBQ, sausages, onions, bread and drinks 
etc. and, unfortunately, their sales were low. Thanks also to Justine from Penrith Council who organized 
the tubes, and staff to show kids how to plant them. 
 
To all the Bass Sydney members who braved the 
weather to help, Brian, Derek, Greg, Jeremy, Matt, 
Nathan & Rico, thank you. Thanks also to Doug, 
who being Treasurer, did most of the paperwork 
necessary to obtain the grant.  
There was a huge puddle just beside the gazebo 
and when the parents were talking to us about 
Gone Fishing Day & Bass Sydney Fishing Club 
naturally their kids became bored and decided to 
play in the water -  some were wet and splattered 
in mud, but they had a ball. 
The event was a learning experience for us having 
never done anything like it before, but apart from 
the awful weather it had positives and to see the 
kidsô faces when they were handed a new rod and 
reel made it all worthwhile, so we are keen to do it 
again next year.  
 

Cheers, Milton. 

 

Bass Sydney members, Justine from Penrith Council,  

Mark Schmidt from Ozfish & some of the early arrivals. 




