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As the COVID-19 crisis deepens globally and our lives have all been changed, perhaps forever,
Bass Sydney will hopefully carry on. As advised by Milton, we have cancelled the AGM with all of

the Committee agreeing to stay on.

It seems so minor to talk about our club while the world is in

crisis, but | guess we all have to live our lives as best as we can. Good luck to all Bass Sydney
members! Try to get out fishing if you can, but stay safe and be mindful of the "social distancing"

rules.
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DOUG AND JEREMY AT GLEBE ISLAND BRIDGE



THE BIG WET

Milton Lazarus

After anincredibly hot and dry summer together with ferocious bush fires it finally started to rain, and
rain it did. As reported in the media, Yarramundi, North Richmond and Windsor bridges were closed
as the Nepean Riverrosey R g KSy (KA A Klabiiddeg/az ¢S {y2¢ AlQa

PG 2dzNJ wdzaaStf {GNBSG 0dzaK NBISYSNI GA2y aAaasSsz Ad
aLsStt yR GKS 2yfeée 2LWA2y ¢l a dzaAy3da gl G§SNAy3a Of
Hilux, pump and fire hose wasgaeat help, thanks Al. A lot easier than manually carrying water up

from the river by watering can and bucket.

The Penrith Electric Model Areo Club have an airstrip called Hart Field just near our bush regeneration
site, a nice level mowed field area wiglvod facilities for members to enjoy during a day of model
plane flying. We often see them buzzing overhead when working on site. At the peak of the flood there
was almost two metres of water over the strip, the BBQ furniture floated away and equipmtaa in

shed destroyed. When the water receded, there were dead carp on the runway. This is a big first for
that area.

Hart Field



Unfortunately, the sheer water force, volume ahigh level flattened some of owaplingsand many
smaller shrubs on the lower level just disappeared. One of our lady volunteers, Margaret, who lives
nearby took some amazing photos to illustrate the situation.

During the flood peak and after. We hawar BBQ sitting under the casuarina in the middle of the
picture.

e :

the flodd from a slightly diAfferent position.

s B o5

Devastation on the lower level. aplings flattened near the BBQ area.



We had a working bee in Decembtor &
wateringg it was 35 degrees, January & .
42 degrees was deemed too hot and ¢y &
course February was a wash out. 358
mother nature is kind to us, we shoul(g
havemadS al NOKZX 0 dzi
rain.

From Emu Plans | drove downstream §#
55t GAY QA [ I yeS kayakl

launching spot. The photo is taken fror
the highwater mark during the flood
and looking down the roads my car in
the distance at the bottom on the left,
The photo on the right is Yarramund
bridge and the flood debris is 4 to §
metres abovethe bridge deck, so all i
all a pretty decent flood.

As Margaretsaid YYY X L QY |
Fo2dzi GKS WRSOSy

WAYRSOSYG NIAYyQZ
we have some moderation in the
weather. )

| certainly agree, just too much, all o
nothing.

Cheers, Milton.

SEFS




CATTLE DUFFER CREEK DAM

Milton Lazarus
LOQR 0SSy 4+ G0OKAY3 RIY fS@Sta RdzNRAoharsvefe®SntdeA 3 ¢S
NAAS® LQR | fgle&a KSINR NBLRNIA&A | o2dzi F,5cwih y3a || R
this in mind Alan, Brian and | headed up to fish a new unheftdcation from the ¢ to 12" March.

Our first glimpse of the dam on Monday afternoon as you crest the final rise was, oh boy it looks just
fantastic. The dam is essentially in a valley with the surrounding hills and it looked so lush and green

you just wanted to rush down and getonthewdite a G NI A IKG | gk ed LGQa | @SN
to others, smaller, but I think it has more character and of course being full made it look so much more
picturesque.

On arrival it was overcast with the odd shower, but no wind so after settinguonp eve ventured out

for a few hours to see if there were any Bass around the edges. Once on the water, we headed to a
small bay with some green water plants towards the bank and proceeded to flick a feghedft

Cicadas. Brian pulled two nice fish frohistspot, interestingly Alan and | were also casting Cicadas,

odzi afA3aKGE & RAFFSNByld O2f2dz2NB a2 . NAFyQa ofF O}
during the week where a specifically aoted lure was the géo whereas others cast in the 1Ise area

RARY QUi ONBFIGS Fye AyiSNBaldd £+SNEBE FTNHzZAINI GAy3To

After that the action ceased, we moved along
the shore without any further hits. We kept at it
for some time, but as the rain started, we
decided a hot shower and a glass of red was a
better idea. Brn towed his Cub camper and |
set my stretcher up on the hard floor area whilst
Alan pitched his trusty Black Wolf tent. A good
arrangement, - | bring the boat and Brian
supplies the accommodation. This place has a
.~ number of permanent residents living in skna
buildings, some attached to caravans and so on.




=t L

LGQa +Fff | o0Al 2fRX odzi GKS I YSyehdughtoause ébttofgl & KI
covered camp area as we were the only ones thene stove or sink but it was great withpower to
charge the boat battery and lighting plus tables and chairs. Terrific in wet weather.

It was cool overnight with rain and Tuesday dawned overcast again and showers, not really a problem
and better than baking hot weather, at least no wind so fably ideal conditions. It was a good day

for me catching some nice fish. Al had a tough day with braid and leader issues which cramped his
style, but he managed a couple. Brian did well too. We worked different spots as there were fish rising
here and thee around the shore, but only hooking and losing the odd fish occasionally. We retired
mid to late afternoon after the rain and wind started again. On Wednesday we all had a tough day,
but the weather was better. Brian zilch and me one small Bass on a Made Basscada and Al three
small fish.

By a2




Brian had to leave on Thursday morning so after helping him pack up we ventured out again. Alan
managed five Bass and one Catie, me absolutely nothing. Alan hadra flink Pony Head with a

three-inch curlytail motor oil plastic. This was thego2 f dzZNB F2NJ 6 KS RI &% LINRO
2y® L GNASR SOSNRBOKAY3I (G2 y2 | @FAftd® £SNE | yy2eAiy
solid critter that put up a pretty good account of itselff gl ay Qi LINBLI NBR (2 K2f
RdzS G2 GKFG LRAaz2y2dza alLIAyS a KS O2dzZ RyQid 3ISa
towards the top end of Cattle Duff@eek TKSNBE Q& &a2YS f2@Sf e alLkRda §KSN
| stayedThursday night, enjoyed our last bottle of Merlot and discussed the week. Packed up and left

on Friday morning.

7




Fishing dams can be a rewarding experience if the conditions are right, but there are risks due to
submerged timber, unexpected storms apdssible rock bars so you need to take it easy. We were
heading up the dam in probably the widest part, in deep water, maybe 10 to 12 metres and travelling

atz2pte oKSYy ONraksz ¢S OFYS G2 | &adzZRRSy aidz2Ll GKS
Fff SYRSR dzZLJ Ay | KSFL)I 2y (GKS Ft22NX» L 2dzaid O2d
LINBiGGe YdzOK &aildzyySRe® L laadzyS 6SQR KAG | &dzmYSNH

my boat is very bow up stern down. Not good, ludKily no injuries apart from Brain hurting his arm,
not a mark on the motor leg and everything else seems ok. | assume the power tilt and trim hydraulic
ram must have a pressure relief valve to cope with such a situation as it worked normally afterwards.




Wonderful to see the spillway working and water cascading down in the afternoon sun. This overflow
will freshen up the river downstream after such a long dry spell so | think there might be some good
kayak Bass fishing downstream soon.

The last 20 kilmetres of road to this locationispeK 2 f SR RANIZ @GSNE yI NNRg>Z N
your car and boat trailer. All you can do it take it very slowly, stop now and then to check things and
mind the blind corners. | was doing 2kon the rough sections.

Anyhow a very enjoyable week at a new location up the north west with some good mates, enjoying
happy hour each night, nice meals and finally the Bass Sydney Port Appreciation Club reconvened
again after suctalong break, so it was port, dark chocolatedatea to finish the evenings. And of
O2dzNBEST || f20 2F FAaKAYy3I OKAG OKIG FyR fldaAKaod
GKAOK dzy ¥F2Nlidzyl 1Sfte R2SayQi KIFLIWISYy Sy2dAK

As we know good productive fishing is all about timing and we werariate enough to time it right
on this occasion. With dam fishing you can spend many fruitless hours or even days fishing with little
or no results.

Cheers, Milton.



HASTINGS RIVER FISHING FRP OCTOBER 2010

Warren Chambers

On therecommendation of Alan Izzard and Milton Lazarus we made a trip to the Hastings
adreAry3a G GKS ¢NF @StfSNBR wSad 1268t G [2y:
Wauchope.

The hotel was typical country style and patronised by bikers, male & é&gmhb stayed there
to ride the Oxley highways ferocious bends to Gingers Creek at the top of the range to have a
coffee, ride back to Long Flat, have lunch and then do it all again in the afternoon.

As fishermen, we were in the minority but the companysvedways good and the Licensee,
Lynne Young, provided excellent meals. There were four of us, brothers Don & John Clark,
Harley Roberts and myself.

At the suggestion of Alan and Milton we intended to fish in two 15 % ft Canadian canoes from
ForbesRiver Rd to the Hotel at Long Flat.

We had no idea of what it would be like as Alan & Milton had not done the trip. At about
6.30am we left my station wagon at the Forbes River Rd and set off, catching fish almost
straight away, and all good. There weramerous stoppages on the way to traverse rock bars,
gravel shallows and tea tree entanglements.

N W,
WARREN WITH A 390




HARLEY WITH A SIMILAR SIZE FISH

The time got away very quickly and we had no idea how far we had travelled and how far we
had to go. Buhey, we were catching fish.

.

SMOKO, DON, WARREN & JOBINTOBER 2010



DON IN THE BOW AND JOHN UNHOOKING ABBESBER 2010

Mid-afternoon we were caught in a thunderstorm, complete with lightning, as we were all
carrying graphite rods, we quickly puttie Ay (GKS o62002Y 2F (GKS OI \
under the overhanging trees.

We were saturated. The rain stopped and we pressed on, approaching a scary set of rapids. |
aFAR (2 1 FNISes afSiQa y20 NHzy (GKSYé¢ Zedl YR AY
our way around them. We did this and waited at the foot of the rapids wondering what had
delayed the Clark brothers, then along came John swimming beside a canoe half full of water,

no sign of brother Don.

We pulled John into the bank and asked wher® tirother was. John was fairly agitated and
said they had been rolled, Don had got his foot stuck under the front deck then eventually got
it free and exited the canoe safely. John and the canoe were swept away whilst Don was trying
to salvage gear washealt of the waterlogged canoe. Lesson leagrit is a wise choice to

have everything lashed down no matter the conditions.

The outcomeg both paddles were lost, one rod and reel were missing along with two tackle
boxes, a camera and Don had a Seiko dweitsh torn off his wrist somehow. The items lost

in the capsizing have never been seen again. | guess the fish there can now tell what time of
day itis! We decided then to get travelling as quickly as possible as the brothers were paddling
with their hands. Harley and | pushed on ahead to try and figure out where we were. We still
did some fishing and usual story, after the storm the fish were ravenous.



By now it was nearing 5pm and we were starting to get concerned when suddenly we saw a
large clearing, @me tents, some caravans and vehicles. We were at the free camping area
where the Ellenborough River joins the Hastimgseauty, what a sight for water logged
fishermen.

When John & Don arrived about 15mins later | managed to arrange for an onlookeseto ta
Don back to the Hotel to pick up his Landcruiser.

We subsequently went back to pick up my wagon, load up both canoes (minus the lost items)
and go back to the Hotel pretty much exhausted.

Milton has checked the distances and advised that Forbes RiverRignborough is 22kms,
and Ellenborough to the Hotel is 8kms. We were blindly (and unpreparedly) attempting a total
GNALI 2F onlyYQa Ay 2yS RI&@HHH

We did have subsequent trips to the Travellers Rest which had changed hands after our first
trip. The Licesee was now Craig, but his father and mother, David and Judith, were the real
operatives. They were all good, friendly people who made us feel very welcome. David had
been a butcher and was a very competent cook.

We did quite a few trips from Forbes Ri\rRd to Ellenborough and always rated it successful

FAAKAY AT OlyQd alre GKFG Fo2dzi Fff 20KSNJ FAAK

The next day we went up the Hastings to just below Seaview and travelled down to an Eco

Lodge complex which was situated a short distance from the¢hige LG 6l a dGalAyy

lots of fallen timber, no wild water and it was very good fishing right up to the time we got
back to the vehicles.

L dli@eresting country as there is an olive plantation up the Forbes River Rd owned by a
Singaporean Consortiymvhich marketed their products, olives and oil, under the name of

G, F NN &3¢ 6KAOK gla GKS yIrYS 2F (GKS 2NRAIAYL |

| RRAGAZ2YIFffé&x GKS {Ay3lILR2NBlIyQa O2yRdzO0GSR
head, all finegquality beasts.

The largest portion of their oil production went to Singapore in plastic vats on pallets.

In later years, Harley and | did trips from Ellenborough to the Hotel but ceased when the water
levels dropped and made passage impossible. It wesnafortable day trip and we got to
know the river and become comfortable with it. No more rapids!

Unfortunately, | have been unable to provide details of fish caught on the above trips. | used
to keep good records of who caught what size fish, but in e 2016 my wife and | had
to downsize and move into a villa and in the moving process fishing records were of no

O2yaSljdSyOSed ¢KS &A1 S IyR ljdaydArde 2F FAAK

great trips we had there will always be here toterand talk about.



After the debacle of our October 2010 trip Don bought this Adafé from the USA. He had
FAAKSR Ay GKSY Ylye (GAYSa Ay [ 2t2NIR23 [/ KAf
beam, has a 57Ib Watersnake on the stern. Very corafiet to fish out of, but too wide for

a2YS NIYLWAR&a FYyR Ad0Qa y20 tA3IKG G2 ogNBadGtsS dzL

Irish Bob on the bow, Don & John. My daughter Bronwyn is pleased all were wearing life
jackets. Harley & | were in the Canadiaruasal.

2S g2dzA R £t tA1S (G2 R2 AG 3FAYy odzi FF G§KSNJ
to lose another good watch).

Fishing companions for many years ngWon Clark 87yrs, John Clark 86yrs, Harley Roberts
86yrs.

Warren Chalmers (83yrs old)

PS¢ My daughter Bronwyn, who typed up this document, is still waiting to read of any mention
of the use of life jackets or safety vests!



BASSIN THE MANNING & BARRINGTON MARCH 2009

Milton Lazarus

After the Manning Bass catch Allan Izzard suggested we take a few days on the way

home and fit in some casual Bassind and may|
paddlindéd. Good thinkind we all thought.
We didndédt need much convincing so Chris, Gar

Al. Gordon had come down from Queensland to catch up, sink a few cans and maybe
catch a Bass or two.

We fished the Manning on Saturday and as usual it was tough going, but rather than
fish the Manning again on the Sunday, we elected to relocate to Poleys Place on the
Barrington River. The Barrington runs into the Gloucester River not far from Gloucester
and the Gloucester joins the Manning, so we figured there could be a Bass or two
there and it would be new territory for us all.

For those not familiar, Gloucester is the gateway to Barrington Tops and Woko
National Parks. The area is very picturesque with high rolling hills and huge solid rock
escarpments shooting straight up west of town. You can take Thunderbolts Way up
through Nowendoc to Armidale or you can cut across the Northern part of the
Barrington Tops National Park to Scone. Both fantastic trips if you have the time.

Poleys Place is a small working cattle property not far from the neat little town of

Barrington. There is hut, lodge and bunkhouse accommodation, and lots of camping

sites many of which are on the river. It 6s &
hot and we managed to enjoy them even though there were a few large groups there

until the Sunday afternoon. Once they all left, we had the place to ourselves.

" good move so we set up next to a

1 camp shelter with benches and a

sink. In the afternoon it was time

to explore some of the launch

sites further upstream with the

view to fishing there over the next

two days. We drove well up river,

but the water is more suited to

white water kayakers with big

# drop offs and lots of adrenalin

“ rush. No thanks, we 0|
~ hard and risky.

On Monday morning we Iaunched at the Rocky Crossing ford, well upstream of
Barrington, but nice and safe for us lot. We fished up as far as possible. Eventually
the rapids became too hard so we retreated and fished downstream until midday. The
Barrington is a very pretty river, but only two Bass were landed from memory, tough
fishing. One thing we did notice though was the cold water, hmmm not good.



Gordon was flying back home out of Williamtown late Monday, so a quick trip down
mid afternoon had him on his way. On my return a surprise was in store.

To make Monday night on the Barrington a bit more memorable Chris our chef
extraordinaire decided to cook a leg of lamb. A two-kilo leg mind you, complete with
baked potatoes, sweet potato and pumpkin all cooked in two disposable aluminium
roasting containers buried in the coals. It took around 2-3 hours, but was well worth
the wait. Absolutely fantastic, chased down with numerous glasses of red and finished
with steaming hot tea, coffee, pieces of dark chocolate and a delightful local port from
Stroud, complements of Chris. Beat that guys, better than sausages and eggs.

WRAPPING THE ROAST STARTING THE FIRE

KEEP FANNING DINNER, JUST AMAZING

On Tuesday, we fished the Barrington from
camp down to Relfs Road arriving there
slightly wet mid-afternoon. The rapids were
safe, but some of us did a little sub surface
paddling. A great trip, pretty as, but alas not
many bass. | managed to bag one. From

me mor y S0 di d Al and
remember about Chris.

CHEERS CHRIS - THANKS




OUR BEST FISHING MATE GARNET i NOW DECEASED

. At this point it was obvious that no matter

- how hard we tried the results were going

to be ordinary, so we decided to pack up

and head home. The weather was

fantastic with wonderful sunny days and

cool nights. The fishing was ordinary and

we were tired after the Manning, but you

" canodt have everything. W
new spots and saw some pretty country.

No complaints really.

LOADI NG UP AT RELFO®6S LANE.

Asitturned outt her e was | ots of Bassind, quite a bi
went to the Manning with a sore back and came home cured. Must have been all that

A

paddl i noé.

Great company, lots of laughs and wonderful memories.Unf or t unat el vy, we
these great trips anymore. Life has become more complicated, the young guys have



married,
dondt have the will or the energy. We

And now with the ever-increasing threat of Covid 19 who knows when we will be able
get back to our normal life style.

Cheers Milton.
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