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LaSaal 3s
Another bass season has been and gone! I'm a bit stunned by it all actually! Have we had
summer?! Was that it? | guess it must be because it's the second day of winter as | write this! Life

sure has been tough in the last year to say the least. | blame the weather for not getting out after bass
as often as | should.

Last weekend | volunteered for a day planting dozens of plants along Schoolhouse Ck, a small tributary
of the Nepean near Penrith. It was organized by Hawkesbury-Nepean Landcare Network and
Ozfish. This is a great way to do some volunteering now that our involvement at Russell Street has
come to an end. It was a very pleasant day - see story later in the Battler.

The bass lures will be idle for another three months, but there are plenty of fishing options available to
us in the Lucky Country. Good luck to everyone who has a go. As always, I'll be turning my attention
to bream and blackfish for the next few months.

Meanwhile, please continue to support your club by paying your membership fees ASAP. The new

financial year for the club is April. We actually need to finalise our numbers for our membership of NSW
Confederation of Freshwater Anglers (NSWCFA).

HS Tham
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NORTHERN RIVERS BASS ADVENTURE (PART 2)

By Jason and Rico

hy 2dzNJ gl & &a2dziK (2 ¢l &f 2NDa ! NI6apgrdper ahéck adltbé R Ay
O2YAYy3d RIFI2aQ FT2NBOlLaidaod 2KSy ¢S STl DNIFilhz2yz L
on a kayaking trip warning me about the wild weather expected on the mid north coast in coming

days. As anticipated, when we checl&@M and various weather apps, the picture was far from ideal.

2A0K ¢reft2NRa !' Ny o60SAy3a atiaakiate AyflyRZ AG 22
weather that would impact the immediate coastal strip to the east and broader regions juseto th

north of us, but there was no escaping the fact that we were going to get pretty wet at some point.

We both agreed to fish on, and if conditions really deteriorated, we would just pack up and head

home.

2S [ NNAGSR |G GKS O YLgZad dr/dBcidédiio héad dctoss M éad toNY = & !
the famous Pub With No Beer for an afternoon ale and a quick chat to the locals before we went for

a fish. After time spent reviewing Google Earth to ascertain reasonable access points over a couple of

local stooners, we headed back to camp to rig up and hit the road. Our plan was to hit our first chosen

spot about an hour before dusk and then move if need be and fish into the evening in hope of a good
surface bite.

¢KS g1 GSNI gl a GAIKE KSY ! IN&YS ddzLIOONTANS H GIK S8 12200F ma g+
weed infested bank beside a bridge on a narrow country road intersecting farmland. The water looked

0SSl dziAFdzf XPAG ¢l & FEt2eAy3a FlLad yR Of SIFN;t23SNI L
banks were lined with lomandras and there was plenty of overhead tree cover in the form of huge
casuarinas and some remnant rainforest species that remained from a time before the land was
cleared. Anticipation was high, and after a few exploratory casisnd the wooden bridge pylons,

Rico and | headed off in separate directions to explore. After half an hour of casting into all the likely
looking spots for no result, we decided to move on to spot 2, which was just a little further upstream.

It was alnost dark by the time we parked the car and headed down the embankment at the next
bridge. This time we stayed together and worked the same stretch of bank, leapfrogging each other
to cast our surface lures from breaks in the bankside vegetation. The stresna bit wider in this
section, with a full cast just reaching the far bank. It was only a few casts in when we both had hits but
failed to hook up. A few casts later | landed a healthy Bass at 290 followed soon after by another at
260.

Just after releasing the second fish, we

were startled by what sounded like a

shotgun blast. As we looked at each

other in surprise a spotlight beam

began to pierce the night and a few

dogs began to bark. We both took this

Fa | y2G a2 aameofitS a3S
Yeée ONB S| H¢ TNRY |y A
landowner and walked back to the car

as quick as we could, only using the
headtorches sparingly to maintain our

footing on the steep bank. We were

both annoyed as we had done nothing

wrong. We had remained near the
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wail SNDa SR3IS Sttt o0St2¢g GKS (2L 2F GKS SYolylyYs
however it was certainly not worth hanging around to argue the point! That was it for session one!
h@SNI I O2fR 06SSNJ FNRY (KS -pegabdmedlspark & gafip, RelpemtA 02 Q&
more time checking maps for possible access points and planned an early start.

Whether we could actually fish our chosen location would depend on access. Although we were well
within our rights to walk the banks and weiade the stream below the first lip of the floodplain, we

FANBSR GKIFG FFOGSNI f1rad yA3akiQa aAyOARSyGé 4SS 4
permission. When we approached the tiny rickety bridge and crossed the stream, we could see it was
abeautiizz AGNBGIOK 2F 461 GSNWP ¢KS flyR26ySNRE K2dzaS 4

that there would be any movement given the sun had only just risen. To our surprise, a teenage boy

was playing in the yard with their dogs and after a quick ch#t tiim over the fence he went to get

his mum. When she came out we could see instantly that she was uneasy and was surprised by our
NBljdzSad G2 FAaK GKS ONBS|{® /fSIENIe Ad éla yz2a |
been several brealns in the area recently and most of the local landowners would not take kindly at

all to anyone in the creek. We offered our licences for her to take pics of and any other details she felt
necessary and she agreed to allow us access to the creek. Oncedvwdmh@ this she relaxed and

began to tell us where all the best swimming holes were which obviously meant slightly deeper water.

We gifted her a bottle of red from the car and she left happily to drop her son at school.

We decided to fish downstream fitsthe water was much shallower and tighter that the sections we
fished the afternoon before. The water was gin clear with mostly a pebble substrate and there were
big exposed root balls and shallow but undercut banks on the bends. The thick overheadvieee c
gave us confidence that even in 30dm of water, the prime spots would hold fish. Nearly every pool

we fished held multiple tandan catfish which was great to see, however the Bass were proving elusive.
After half an hour or so we came to a longereger pool with two huge sunken trees that just had to
hold fish. After peppering all the prime looking spots and several lure changes, | finally tempted a small
low 200s Bass out from a fallen casuarina with a small Rapala Jerkbait. | had gone for thatomabt
looking hard body | had in the box and one that | could twitch and pause. The Bass raced out with
pectoral fins erect and stopped with its nose only a few centimetres from the paused and slowly
floating lure.

After a few seconds | gave the
lure another twitch and Bass
raced off but stopped a few
feet away and turned to again
observe the lure. One more
twitch and it raced in and
smashed it. Even though it was
. a small bass, watching all this
in crystal clear water metres
from where | was standing on
' the bank in  beautiful
surrounds really makes the
effort worthwhile. After a
quick measure at 230fl and
. release we flogged the rest of
the pool for no result before
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Immediately
above the bridge
was a déng pool
which looked to
be about 3m at
its deepest
point,  deeper
than  anything
we had

encountered

downstream.
Rico got a hit
straight  away
from a nice fish
that followed his
plastic out from
the bank in plain
view but refused
: . to have a second
‘ : YA s S o e go. As we
worked our way slowly upstream, we saw dozens of Bass and scores of tandan catfish. Some of the
Bass were nice fish and looked to be in the high 300s range, and were holding in some awesome spots.
They were incredibly flighty, and we quickly went into steaftode before approaching the water and
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looking to cast for fear of spooking all the fish in the tiny water. | had changed to a small double clutch
in a natural baitfish colour pattern purely for the reason that this lure suspends and can be twitched
and paused on the spot for long periods, whereas the small Rapala was a floater.

LG élayQi 22 t2y3 o0ST2NS | G6A0G0K FyR LI dAaS Ay
The line sprung tight and the fish instantly peeled a few metres of dgaglifted the rod. After

grabbing the spool and stopping the fish short of the root ball | was able to steer it away into the
shallow pebbly pool and ease it up into the pebbly shallows. It was a beautifully conditioned, fit, olive
coloured stream fish hich went 347fl. Despite the lack of numbers, we were both having an absolute

ball. We had seen scores of nice fish, and sight casting to them in such shallow clear water was such

an enjoyable challenge. This fish had already made my day

A
1‘1/1’5-/41_

e & Sl

The next fish wasven more fun, but unfortunately for Rico, this is where the frustration set in. We

were both getting follows on every other cast but tempting a strike was the real challenge. | had
offered Rico another double clutch but he had politely refused. | sugddstetry the Chasebaits

Wiggle Bomb, which is an incredibly lifelike tadpole imitation, and he agreed. First cast over a shallow

log in a shady pocket and a fired up mid 300s Bass charged out and attacked the tadpole multiple
GAYSa 0dzi dzy TrddkdipddebpiteSte @xcitRmeRtyasdliboth of us yelling, the Bass was

y20 LISNIJIINDbSR yR F2f{ft26SR GKS ¢gA3IAES o02Y0 G2 |«
the bottom with slight twitches. It appeared that Bass had worked it out by this pgonitJobbed the

R2dzofS Of dzioK I aK2Nl oY OFad FyR GAGOKSR Al G2
YR Of 200SNBR Al gAlGK2dzi KSaAdGldAz2y IyR (G2NB 27FF
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There was nothing more he caluhave done to hook this fish; it just wanted the double clutch more!
This one went 335fl and swam off strongly when released in the nearby riffle.
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Soon after we turned back as we were looking forward to lunch and a cold beer at the pub. In a likely
f221Ay3 aSOGA2y GKIFIG KFER 2yfeé LINRRddZOSR 2yS af 221
Rico had a soft shell on now, and fired to the oppolsitek underneath some overhanging foliage and

close to a gnarly looking fallen branch. He let the lure drift with the flow right into the zone and it was

YSG 6AGK | a2fAR 022F® 1S gla 2y Xo odzizx 2yfeée o
instantly and busted him off on a submerged branch. | waded over to see if | could recover the cicada

and when | approached the snag it was clear to see why he had lost the battle.

There was a maze of submerged branches immediately below where his lusmaaked. The lure
was nowhere to be seen, so we headed back with no further action to report.

A “: “)_1' ]
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Over a great feed and a couple of great raicength beers from the Great Hops Brewery in Armidale,
we chatted to the locals and shared a few of our tales, witidbught both laughter and many
suggestions on where we should try for the afternoon session.

We followed their advice and headed to a stretch less than a kilometre from the pub. It was easily the
biggest and deepest pool we had seen, but the bank wagsded overgrown. This session proved a
frustrating one, which we cut short to return to the pub. | managed one mid 200s Bass on a jitterbug

but we both lost several lures to unseen snags and ran into another irate local, who gave us a serious
verbal sprayefore warning us that people get shot around these parts for doing what we were doing.
When | responded that we had been given the tip by locals at the pub and that we were not on
lyeg2ySQa fIFyRZ KS oFO1SR 2F7F | hathfewbegiRwere &r f ST
more appealing than this situation so we called it a day.

After a quick change it was now dusk and we headed back to the pub, which by this stage it was lively
with locals. Several of the guys we had been chatting to at lunch stdrghere and they were
certainly not standing straight at this point. We could only guess at how many schooners they had put
away. When we shared our tales of the pissed off local who threatened us and the lack of fish, they
were surprised and apologeti A tour bus soon arrived full of Asian travellers and | can only imagine
the culture shock when they entered and stayed for dinner. Country pubs are such a fun experience,
and for those from the city who have never experienced them, they are certairdyenpener.

The raffle was on and after no fish for the

RFrex wAiod2Qa fdz01 KIFIR OKI
first prize which was 20 schooner vouchers!

2SS gSNB &ddzZRRSyfte S@OSNE2yS
the bids to buy them came thick and fast,

which was a source of amusemt for all

within earshot. After we enjoyed a few

ourselves, Rico did the generous thing and

shared the majority of them among the

locals, who were very appreciative. A stroke

2F 3ASyAdza FTNBY wAiO2 6KAOI
witness, was him bartering schooner

vouchers with one of the locals for him to

play a few songs on his guitar. And this guy

could sing! We had an absolute ball listening

™ and singing along to some hilarious tunes,

and we could tell that the locals were happy

(2 488 62dz2iarRPUNETRe Syea2é
publican was a lovely bloke and joined the

group for a chat and a beer once dinner

service had died down. When we finally bid

our farewell at about midnight and thanked

them for an awesome night, the collective
NBalLR2yasS ¢Faszx aamoO2YS (2
I 2SRySaRIFIe@&H¢ !'a ¢S aidzye
(iSyias 68 020K LRYRSNBR
Wednesday, what the hell does Friday and

Saturday look like?!
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The heavy rain set in overnight and we woke to a soaked camp area. After another check of the
forecast, we quickly made the call to head home to Sydney. The rain would not only make the fishing
uncomfortable, but also dangerous. Heavy falls in a big catchment with a small stream mean rapidly
rising water levels. Unfortunately, we were leaving two daysdierathan planned, but it had been a
fantastic trip, and most definitely an adventure!

We will be back!

Cheers, Jason & Rico.
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WYANGALA DAM WEEKEND

By Alan Izzard

L Ydzad ale L KFER | Y2ald Syez2elofS 6SSTUSYyRo { (I NI
where we polished off a very nice bottle of red. Up reasonably early, for me anyway, Friday morning
FYR KSFRSR 2FF (2 . NRI y&aMahdhdd @ $et &ldui stuff ind Bislzdr p Y A
and boat for the trip and was soon headed south to Goulburn. As we crossed the couple of bridges

over the Hawkesbury/Nepean we noticed that the usually quiet waters were raging, looked like
another rise in the HN, nowhere near as bad as the one a couple of weeks prior thank goodness. We
stopped at Crookwell for a cup of coffee and one of the best pies | have tasted in a long time, Lamb &
Rosemary, and then continued on to Grabine. The cabin was fine thougtk lamhax of 3 guys per

cabin would be ample, the bunk setup was a bit cramped. The social side of the weekend was great,

but the fishing left a lot to be desired, was extremely difficult for all of us, though the young guns did
manage to get a few, but thavas through persistence and luck.

I managed 1 lonely Carp that committed suicide. | was able to collect some wood for a fire, or several
fires, and we sat up till midnight the first night, up reasonably early the next morning and set off for
our first real attempt to catch a Wyangala Muyr&od. Zip on any fish that day and the following but

the camp fires each night where we all got together and commiserated were great, really
social. Would | go back? | think so, Wyangala Dam is a pretty good plackaangdure the lack of fish
caught vas just 1 of those things that can happen anywhere anytime.
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Some fireside photos follow. It always a great time to sit around the camp fire after a big day on the
water, talk about the action (?), which lures you left snagged on a tree and howsreugoing to do
better tomorrow, that is of course if you can get out of bed after all the port you drank.
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Cheers, Alan Izzard.
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WYANGALA

By Jason and Rico

The fishing at Wyangalaas tough to say the least, but it was still a very relaxing and enjoyable
getaway. The weather was as good as we could have hoped for, the cabins were spacious-and well
FLILRAYGSRE 't Qa S@PSyAy3d FANBA 6 SNB dagslasaivays. | y R

The temperature never dropped below about 10C, which was far warmer than we were expecting for
mid-May in this area! | also expected to see plenty of mice given the recent media reports, however
we only saw two, one of which made a dabop out of itself when slid the cabin door closed!

Dams are known to be fickle places. The water temperatures seemed quite warm with temps ranging

from 17C or so in the early morning to 19C or so on the exposed shorelines in the afternoon. But the
fishing was definitely not hot. We had enquired on how tteen was fishing at BCF in Goulburn on

GKS GNARL) 2dzi YR (GKS NBalLlyaS RAR y2id FAfft waiO:
eStft2po0Stfte odzi YIFAyte Fd yAIKEG 2y 62NXVaé¢d 2 KSy
there when checking imAnother somewhat discouraging response; the local fishing comp had been

2y (GKS ¢6SS1 o0SF2NBT ay2 O2RxX 2yfteée | O2dz)xX S 27F @&
were still going to give it our best crack, and if that failed, a few beers and samertaround the

fire followed by some good sleep would hardly be bad.

Our first session was a donut. We hit the water on a still, warm afternoon and headed up the Lachlan

River arm to look for a likely spot to hunt for our first cod. After plenty of dasi¢hat we thought

were likely looking locations we came up empty. But we decided to stick it out for at least an hour or

so after full darkness in the hope of freshwater angling glory; a thumping surface take from an obese
YSUNBE f2y3 GAINBSHNBEAGKSE PORBSY OS5 92T adz00Saa oSNBE ¢
cod sitting around the fire, so we put the casts in. We had no interest at all in our giant surface
offerings, but we marveled at the stars and enjoyed the tranquility as our lures blaped on the

mirror calm surface.

Session two on the Abercrombie arm started in much better fashion, with Rico landing a nice 43cm
yellowbelly at 8am on a small blade near a large isolated boulder amongst a large stand of drowned
timber. It was nice to ben the board! | had a solid hit on a similar blade nearby a few casts later, but
that was it for the morning, no further action.
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PN

After a big lunch, some mégging and a blissful afternoon siesta, Rico, Tham and I hit the water in the

fading light forthe afternoon session. Dams can be daunting places, and as we sped across the main
olaAy 6S 6SNB SR 6@ (KS pnbY 2F ¢6FGSN) aK2gAy3
on some trolling and started a run along a steep looking bank in the main.bBEhe first hour or so

was uneventful apart from a few snags, but in the dying light in a shallower 5metre section of bank
26 NR GKS RFY g1ttt ¢KIYQa hlNDSS tft2¢ ol a oKI
resistance once was the outboard wiasocked out of gear and we were guessing at either a yellow

or a small cod. We were all pleased to see a small cod in the mid 40cm range materialize and glide into

the net. It was only tiny, but we were all happy to see it, and it certainly gave the eanéd bit of a

boost. Despite trolling some great looking rock walls until the last of the light was gone, we had no

more interest, so retreated to the warmth of the fire.
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Session 3 on the Sunday morning was by far our best. Rico and | decided torthestufp the Lachlan

arm after Al and Brian had reported great structure up there. We found some great looking water,

and | decided to fish lighter with small plastics, taking an eeaj bet on yellowbelly or carp as | was

eager to bend a rod; at this pu | was still on a donut. Rico persisted with bigger lures in the search

for cod, but soon joined me in downsizing his offering. Carp were regularly jumping or rolling on the
surface, so | was hoping it was only a matter of time until at least one 8fth& 2 dzy R | f dzZNB & L
long until my small OSP yabby imitation plastic was plucked in 3m of water and | set the hook on a
heavy fish. | had never caught a yellowbelly, and given the reports of their lack of fight, we were both

O2y TARSYyl LmAfterkadud baBl& a 53cnOnudldnarlin hit the net and was quickly and
humanely dispatched. Thankfully, | was off the donut.

Soon after we saw a single large tree sitting a short distance from the bank in an otherwise featureless
stretch. | maneuvered #hboat over with the electric and we both lobbed small blades in close to the
YEAY (NMHzy{ G2 &aAayl 0KSY RSSLI Fyzy3ald GKS 06Nl yoOK
heavy fish which immediately pulled a few metres of line and found structure. Tfhi@ 8 f S RS NJ RA R
flrag t2y3 IyR GKS dzyaSSy FAakK gl a 3I2ySd [/ 2RK . A:
at least a confidence booster and we decided to rest this piece of structure and come back to it in an

hour or two to see what happened.

We headed further up the arm and after another fruitless hour of casting a briekater catch up

with Brian, Al and Tham in the other boat, we headed back to the solitary tree for round two. What
happened next was easily the highlight of the trip for Ricd brRico lobbed his blade into the exact

spot where he got busted off earlier and on the second lift hooked up on a nice yellowbelly. | slid the

net under his fish and dropped my blade into the same spot, hooking up instantly. This fish gave a bit

of resstance, even taking a couple of metres of line and | guessed it was a better yellowbelly. This
proved correct and a solid yella appeared from the green murk. Rico had kept his fish in the net waiting

so we could add mine and get a pic of both. As my fisbdatowards the boat, a pale shape appeared

beneath it and | yelled out that there was another yellowbelly following it up. But very quickly that

pale shape materialized into a huge cod. The white was the underside of its chin as it hovered below
posiio’A y3 AGASEF F2NIJ I akKz2d Fd GKS adNuA3tAy3 &Stfl
leaned over to see the massive fish swirling beside the boat chasing my hooked yella. | gave my fish
some line hoping that the cod would engulf it and | Wwbdo my best to land it from there. Twice it

Y2dzi KSR Y& FAAK o0dzi O2dz RyQG 1jdzAdS 3SG Ad Ay LIN
his rod with a big swim bait tied on and lobbed it right next to the angry cod, which | reckon was in

the 106-110cm range. Agonisingly, the cod showed no interest in the swim bait, made one more pass

below the yella, and disappeared.
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Our yelling had got the attention of the guys in the other boat who were fishing a few hundred metres

away on the other side dhe arm. They came over to check out commotion, and were amused by our

tales of the immense cod. What a privilege to see such a beast! Its mottled green bulk and the white
highlights on its huge paddle tail will haunt me until | one day hopefully catcfirety We later
frYSYyadSR GKS FFOG GKIG ySAGKSNI 2F dza KIFIR | D2 t
43cm and mine 48cm. We attempted to release both, but mine was not in good nick after being
mouthed twice be the big cod. After watchinggiti Ndz3 3t S oONASTFf & ¢KI'Y RSOARS
we netted it again and put in the livewell

.-
<
>\'§

Several more casts in the vicinity with bigger lures failed to raise any interest from the cod so we
moved on. Soon after, | hooked up on a blade in 12mofwéd I YR GKAY {1 Ay3 ¢S KIR
0KS O2RS¢3x 6S ONARSTFfe OFrftSR A0 F2NJ I o6A3IISNI &S
solid carp.

This proved correct, and after a fun battle next to submerged timber, | landed and dispatched a 58cm
pest.
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From there we travelled further back toward the main basin and Rico soon landed another smaller,
GSANR 2 BSRE: ehddz2 0SSt feT KAa GKANR FT2NJ 0KS 1
looked like it had suffered barotrauma. Its eyaiere popping out, yet when released in swam off

strongly. After this, we headed back for lunch with the plan of returning to the same snag in the
evening to see if we could find and tempt the big cod.

Tham joined us again for the late session and
started with a troll run along a deep rock wall Ric
and | had sounded out on our return from th
morning session. After no luck there we headg
further upstream to cast at some new water unt
sunset and then headed straight back to the tre
where the big od had surprised us earlier
55aLIAGS R21Sya 27F OF FYR AdQ
surrounds and numerous lures changes with everythlng from huge plastlcs to rat imitations to giant
surface paddlers covering the entire water column, there was no interest.aAladlut half an hour
- 5 into total darkness we gave in and returned to

camp. Our boat total for the trip was 7 fish: 3

. yellowbelly for Rico (best 2 both at 43cm), 1
> yellowbelly for me (48cm) plus 2 carp (53 and
58cm) and 1 small cod for Tham.

A With the fishingas tough as it was, Rico and |

decided to leave early in the morning and drive

home via Lithgow to have a session on Lake Lyell.

We figured that even if the resident bass and trout

proved hard to find, surely, we could rely on some

redfin action. After aquick stop in Bathurst and

0KS Yz2al |6Sa2YS R2dzfS ol ¢
ever had, we arrived at Lyell at about 10.30am. A

quick chat with the park manager was very helpful

as he confirmed some nice trout were being

caught up toward and into the river arntg the

RFY FTYyR GKIG ¢S akKkz2dzZ RyQid
NERFAY AT G(KS& RARYQG TFAYR
very few bass stories reported though.
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'da GALIISRE Ad RARYyQO GF1S G22 f2y3a G2 FTAYR G(KS
weighted plastic in a shallow weedy stretch where we were hoping for a trout. After methodically

working a bank with sections of drowned timber and dark shady pockets, we soon found an active
a0K22ft FyR GKS GFrftfe g1 a | dzAnDdotvas pléayed @ add KtSthet na ® L
capture list. We left them biting and moved on in hope of finding a trout or two and possibly a bass,
however all we ran into was more redfin. They were not big fish, with the best of them probably

around the 30cm mark.

LGQA ¢2NIK y2Ay3 GKIFIG GKS Oft2aSNJ ¢S 320G G2 GKS
With reports of fish kills and blue
green algae in the river this past
summer, it was not a great shock.
We did a troll run up the Coxs in
our search dr trout, but stopped
part way up due to the amount of
algae and suspended weed in the
water. It did not look healthy at all
and even the redfin appeared
absent.

We decided to head back to the
section where we left the redfin
action and found them bitinglose

by to where we had left them.

After a few more redfin Rico set

the hooks on a heavier fish which immediately took a bit of line and we both knew straight away it
grayQid I NBRFAYy® {22y | f20Ste& nt1OY fiNInthglde2 s aft AF
well. The redfin bite slowed and as the sun dipped we began to see a humber of trout rising as they
disturbed the mirror calm surface. | began firing casts at the rising trout with a 2inch lightly weighted
baitfish profile plastic (Keiteakasy shiner) and on the second shot managed to hook a small rainbow
which unfortunately escaped beside the boat. A slow troll run though the rising fish and along a tree
lined bank produced another smaller rainbow for Rico and added to the serious féel of the live

well.
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After a few more redfin on another bank, w
decided to call it a day just on dusk as we we
hungry and still had a 2.5hr drive to get hom
Final tally from Lyell was 22 redfin for me and
redfin, 2 rainbows for Rico. Was a fun sessio
and at least we had put a tiny and temporary de
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CheersJason & Rico
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PLANTING FOR THE FUTURE AT
SCHOOL HOUSE CREEK, REGENTVILLE
MAY 29™

By HS Tham

| recently volunteered for a Landcare event organised by OzFish and Hawkesbury-Nepean Landcare
Network. It was the first event I've been to since joining OzFish 2 or 3 years ago. It's also my first
Landcare outing since the end of Russell Street. | also wanted to meet a few members of the H-N
chapter of OzFish.

The job was to plant dozens of plants along School House Creek, a small tributary of the Nepean which
actually empties into Mulgoa Creek, just before its junction with the Nepean. The land we were on was
private land owned by a lovely couple Scott & Sue who has lived there for around 40 years. They were
into landcare and have been working hard on their property for many years, but they are getting on and
a bunch of people turning up to help turned something that would have taken them weeks to do, only
took a morning of easy labour to accomplish.

I met Katherine Clare from the Hawkesbury-Nepean Landcare Network and Angus Fanning the Project
Manager i NSW Coast for OZFISH. There was also an ecologist who was to take us on a quick guided
walk around the property pointing out plants, etc. We had plenty of tools including a motorized hole
digger which made things pretty easy. Barely 3hrs later we were done then got treated to a slap-up
feed for lunch! Gourmet sandwiches, wraps, fruit, coffee, tea...

It was a mixed group of people i Scott & Sue the property owners of course, the organizers,
the ecologist, a young couple, then a couple of guys who were fishos. Weather was supposed to be
wet and horrible, but turned out to be absolutely lovely. | promoted our club to the 2 fishos who turned

up.
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