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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Arguably the best time of year in Sydney is Autumn. The weather is consistent with warm days and cool nights.
The sea temperatures will remain high for some time yet. With the advent of the winter sports on T.V and the end
of daylight saving it's not hard to lament on the loss of another Bass season. However, | would urge anybody
experiencing that melancholy feeling to remain positive as there is still good fishing to be had amongst some
beautiful sparkling days.

Being involved with Bass Sydney has been one of the most positive life experiences | have ever had. | have met
a lot of friends and had many great experiences that | will never forget. | have had the opportunity to travel all
over the eastern sea board of NSW and shared many a great meal, beer and glass of wine around camp. These
memories will remain an integral part of my life. As the number of fishing days available to me has diminished in
recent times | am ever grateful that | made every effort to involve myself with club events and fishing with others.
I thank everyone for all they have taught me about fishing and life, and for the many laugh’s we have shared,
these things are very precious to me. | am really energised by seeing the number of new members at meetings
and events and encourage everybody to get involved in whatever capacity they are able to. There is such a
wealth of knowledge amongst all the guys and everyone is just more than happy to share it, just ask. Good
fishing to you all

Regards and tight lines, Chris Ghosn.

NEWS

The Club welcomes 6 new members —

1. Calin Crocker — Colin registered for the BassCatch, attendeddttefing & joined. Welcome Colin!! We hope
you got some fishing in.
Nick Bayley -  Nick is an ex-workmate d| PresidenteChris Ghosn. Nick joined just before the Feb Bassh
Kent Andrews - Kent is Nick’s friend & they put in a fine effathat weekend fishing Wallacia & Bents Basin.
Tyron McFarlane — Tyron is a mate of Ben Richards
Greg Rouland— Greg is a long-time member who has rejoined aftareak of a couple of years. Welcome back!
Garry Perry — Garry is a workmate of Milton’s & is interestadBass fishing.

ook wnN

Fowkesy’s 50"

P Veteran member Alan Fowkes recently celebrate&@" birthday with a gathering
Coolendel on the Shoalhaven with dozens of hissldgiends. A small contingent of
long-time & ex-Bass Sydney members made it dowrettepartake of the festivities.

A nice weekend of eating n’ drinking & a bit oftisg was the plan, but the weather
didn’t cooperate with heavy rain on the near S@ahst the whole time. Some BS
members who got there Friday got some fishingu,tive rain really settled in on Sat.

A great feed was had on the Sat evening beforeeve all told on Sunday that we better
leave due to incoming ‘EXTREME’ weather or it midig a few days!l headed home

with the yak never coming off the car the wholendkeThe Ed.
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Hawkesbury-Nepean February BassCatch (20 & 21/2/10)

The recent Feb BassCatch was not as well attersladuaml. | think we had some competition from rtedends AC/DC!
At time of writing, Al 1zzard had 19 catch cardsumed, with a few cards MIA. Conditions were athyi pretty good that
weekend, considering that we had so much rainyarebuple of weeks earlier. The flooding had vealshway a lot of the
weed from the lower stretches of the Nepean syst@irit made things pretty comfy for fishing. Tiwer certainly looked
good, with the only downside being the cancellabbnamping at Wilberforce as the ground was toggyo Results —

Total No. of fish caught: 253 Largest bass: 3dil(Bill Raffle, Reach 3a)
Smallest bass: 62mm (Ashley T) Most fish: 66rg@lount, Reach 4)
BassCatch participation prize: Ashley Thamm

The Ed, Ashley & Bill Raffle fished Wallacia andromain aim that day was to go below the Wallacia iiReach 3b). It
was tough fishing at Wallacia and it certainly wasmade easier when we got to the weir where a veoekv was working
on the new fishway. It's being constructed ondpposite side to the existing one. Great to sem tlvorking on it, even on
a Saturday, but the downside for us was that it veag muddy downstream from there. For the fid06m below the
works, the water was like milky tea. We didn'tatat thing from that stretch before the mud settlegbt a half dozen tiny
bass fishing the rapids & riffles above Norton’ssBeon foot, but we went no further.

Wallacia weir fishway, work-in-progress - (Pic Asf)

Bill & The Ed portaging —

Penrith weir & fishway

Some of you may be aware of the hoo-ha being cabigeal small number of vested interests since theitReweir &
fishway works have been completed. Allegationsthat the new weir & fishway have resulted in adowg of the water
level above the weir, inconveniencing said vestegrests.Gee whiz! You just can’'t win can youls far as The Editor is
concerned, it's a f@!%#*# RIVER!! It's the decadashacked-up waters caused by the weir #iat naturall If the new
fishway/weir results in better access to bass &imottative fish and makes it less attractive forgkieboats, then I'm all for
it!

Far from low water, the rains at the end of Jan&aearly Feb have provided some huge rises in wat@ls in the Nepean.
It's been wonderful seeing the river get a goodHluOur Mike Hawkins sent us some photos he todaily Feb
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Bents Basin State Conservation Area

Bass Sydney was recently invited to participata WWorkshop organised by the NSW NPWS for our “iriptd the role our
organisation & members would like to see fulfilled Bents Basin SCA to meet future recreational seed 20" February
2010 (our BassCatch Saturday). Ashley & I volureddo represent the club. It was cancelled duactoof response (only
2 groups, inc. us, responded out of 95 invitatipnsuit | sent through what we were to present enddty. Among other
things, we wanted improved vehicle access to theerwfor launching kayaks & canoes. The upshot udfsequent
communications between me & the NPWS is that we beayvolved in another Club Volunteer project véhere provide
the labour to clear a launch site, just below fffle zone downstream from the Basin. This wilbpide vehicle access to
the water at a site which opens up around 1lkthefNepean R, all the way to Wallacia. Right nowe would have to
launch in the Basin, after a considerable drag ftoencar to the water, go down through ~200m ofriffie zone, before
getting to the pool. We are at the earliest stagfediscussion and I'll keep you all informed. taned and prepare
yourselves to donate some hard labour for improgitgess to our Aussie bass!

Yellomundi

On the same lines as the Bents Basin project almwefiends at the Blue Mountains & Nepean DistAagling Club (the
Springwood club) have negotiated with the NPWSdpate labour to clear an area at Yellomundi Rexnedrea. Some
of us have been to this area before, when SprindiwdBary Blount is given the key during the BassBat It provides
direct vehicle access to a campsite &/or launah aitthe bottom end of the large pool above DeWarse. Getting to this
area has involved going upstream from Devlins,roéie arduous journey through the weed & channAlseries of dates
have been suggested, between May & October andreglace the Grose R lantana-clearing work. Tihisges will be
printed in the Bass Sydney 2010/2011 Calendar.inAgeepare to donate some hard labour in returbdtter access.

HS Tham, Editor

New member, Bill Raffle writes about his first tigay with the club, attending Hunter Native FisBassCatch on the Williams R -

Williams R BassCatch (by Bill Raffle)

My first weekend away with the club to the WilliarRsver was a cracker. Great hosts from Hunter NaFish, a lot of
laughs, a lovely river, and a very easy job forwhen it came to filling in the score card at thd efthe two days.

Upon arrival at about 5pm on Friday afternoon Gaamel Jim had a beer in my hand before | couldseybait. Ashley
arrived soon after and quick smart we were intorther for a few evening casts. Not a breath ofdvim the water and a
beautiful pink sunset was reflecting off the suefacAsh and Garnet got a handful each so the ea@ttwas high for a
good day on the river on Saturday.

First light and the fog was sitting low over thetaraand the fields around the camp site - a ctilllia the air. Ashley
looked a bit worse for wear and | thought it maythe effects of Harold's home made Sambuca frommidjie before, but
on further enquiry Ashley had forgotten a minorcgi®f camping equipment - his sleeping bag!

After some impromptu 4WDing from Garnet in his Da®wve made it to the drop off point on Saturdaymmyg. Dave
Claydon's solo man launch in the river impressedhtll out of me (as did the stories of his reed)@ plus Bass up north)
and Anthony and Neville followed soon after. Anilgs new rod and reel was a beauty, it was sesidigéitweight which
was just as well as the boys were paddling upstremey did well and Neville smashed his previcemord with a PB for a
day on the Williams.

| was pleased we were travelling downstream bt @fsswivel hips would have come in handy throsgme of the faster
moving stuff. The kayak was going one way, | wasting at an eddy the other way, my head was ngtati a third

direction whilst my brain was working overdrive tmgonometry calculations to determine preciselyewH would be

wearing the upcoming log. As | was to find outsing a snag at speed is certainly one of lifttle lpleasures.

The trade off between self preservation and catcfish made for some interesting incidents. | apphed one rapid
behind Garnet and was trying to get my yak in tgktdine when lo and behold, at the start of tgid a lure shot out from
the side of Garnet’s yak into a swirling eddy oppaccino froth. Bang! and he was on, rod held ligbne hand, paddle in
the other, drop off approaching, log approachingprer to negotiate, and some high pitched squemteng from the yak.
Who ever said bass fishing wasn't a spectator sppamehow Garnet stayed upright and the fish stayebut the poor
little bugger could have done with a Bex and a dedown after his beating.

At lunch I had about 20 casts from the bank inte spot for no result. Garnet came over and hactaseand got a fish.
Well done Garnet | am so pleased for you, whayareup to now, 15! Ashley took a few steps doweah and had a cast
- whack he was on. Well done Ashley, | am alsplsased for you!

| did make a contribution to the lunch spot andias by losing my car keys. We retraced steps arthmtbank and Ashley
found them in the water - he is a very capable dltak go fishing with. Garnet did make me feel alatter when he
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announced that he also had a bad key day whichdareguire us to walk back to our drop in pointte &nd of the day —
luckily we hitched a ride from another basser we. rdeshley completed the bad key trifecta by lodiiglater that night.

Anyway, back to the river and the local farmer catoen for a chat at lunch which thankfully moved mind away from
keys and fishing. He was a great guy but | coakel Ashley gagging on his chain as the farmer tslgroudly with a broad
smile on his face how they had taken half a doptsté sized perch" from the river a couple of weas.

My first weekend away with the club was summed ymhime after Garnet snared a 340mm leaping lwhsisiened the
barrabass) at the entrance to a nice looking litdek and immediately he called me over to goadntfof him as there were
more fish in there. Over the weekend Garnet arfdefsoffered me their lures to use, shared tiph wie and kept offering
for me to go in front. It says a lot about therd &me club when new members are treated so well.

Coming back to camp | made the mistake of asking beeryone else had gone. As | stared misty eyebdeatrophy |
received a sudden jolt of hope when we were infdrthat the winner wasn't solely anointed on thesbakthe number of
fish caught -phew! my 4 fish still had a chance against the tally 6ffrom the incumbent champion. | am still waitfiog
that congratulatory phone call - perhaps it isrtgka while to collate the results...

Bill Raffle
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Thanks to our great sponsors:

Great Aussie-made bass catchin’ lures:
www.ausspinlures.com

Al's tackle store:

Fly fishing gear & accessories:  Derek McKenzie Fly Fishing Outfitters
www.derekmckenzie.com.au
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